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The GO TO Strategies Matrix: Scaffolding Across Language Proficiency Levels

Listening

Level 1  Teacher Talk is accompanied by hand and body gestures. Talk is clearly enunciated,
directions are modeled, speech is slower, and idioms are avoided.

Level 2  Patterned Oral Language uses a similar sentence structure and vocabulary within the
context of a familiar classroom activity to help learners comprehend classroom routines.

Level 3  Wait Time of three to eight seconds provides the time needed for ELLs to comprehend
the teacher’s question.

Level 4 Paraphrase Passport encourages learners to listen to their peers’ responses.

Level 5 Video Observation Guides pose guiding questions, topics, or chronology to activate a
students’ prior knowledge and to increase auditory comprehension of the video before, during, and
after viewing.

Speaking

Level 1  Choral Reading includes learners in the classroom conversation.

Level 2  Think-Pair-Share Squared encourages students to speak with other students.

Level 3  Collaborative Dialogues between the teacher and student promote academic language
through strategies such as repeat, recast, reformulate, and prompt.

Level 4  Students can begin to give oral reports at this level, if their reports are scaffolded with

note cards and opportunities to practice the presentation.

Level 5 Academic debates on various viewpoints can be scaffolded with Graphic Organizers

or Outlines.

Reading
Level 1  Teacher Read Alouds scaffold the text content and provide an excellent model of

reading in English.

Level 2  Shared Reading scaffolds the reading process through enlarged texts, activation of
prior knowledge, pre-teaching vocabulary, and teacher instruction of basic reading skills.
Level 3  Guided Reading scaffolds the reading process through targeted instruction at a
student’s proficiency level, increased teacher intervention, and leveled texts.

Level 4  Jigsaw Reading scaffolds independent reading by limiting the amount of the text
provided and requiring students to share text information orally with peers.

Level 5 Reciprocal Teaching scaffolds the independent reading process through instruction
and practice of four critical strategies: summarizing, clarifying, questioning, and predicting.

Writing

Level 1  Key Sentence Frames structure early attempts at writing when supported with word
and picture banks.

Level 2 Think-Write-Pair-Share scaffolds early independent writing with extra time and a
supportive learning partner.

Level 3  Cloze Passages that begin with sentences and lead into paragraphs provide structure
and can be scaffolded with word or picture banks.

Level 4  Longer pieces of independent writing can be scaffolded with Report Frames that
structure the discourse.

Level 5 Instruction in the process of writing a research paper can be scaffolded with
opportunities for multiple conferences with teachers and peers

Levine, L. N, Lukens, L. & Smallwood, B. A. (2013). The GO TO strategies: Scaffolding options for teachers of English
language learners, K-12. For Project EXCELL, a partnership between the University of Missouri- Kansas City and North
Kansas City Schools, funded by the US Department of Education, PR Number T195N070316.
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